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Grace Presbyterian Church    September 20, 2020 

Psalm 46, Joshua 1:1-9, Ephesians 4: 11-16 

"Why even have Church Leadership?" 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

We live in an exceptionally egalitarian and individualistic time. Those fancy 

words mean that every individual is supposed to be absolutely equal and the 

same. Now we know that’s not true, but it underlines our correct desire to 

experience the respect and the dignity that every human being needs to have. 

We know sin has broken us. We know we need help. Many of us struggle to 

ask for help. God knows what we need. 

 

Still, some wonder whether we should have leaders at all. Wouldn’t we be 

better without governments, without people having power over us? 

Anarchists have arisen in the United States in Seattle and many places, 

taking over territory, calling it their own, denying there is no government 

control. Anarchism means “no leaders, or, against leadership.” In a perfect 

world, wouldn’t we be better without leaders? Of course, God in Jesus tells 

us we need a leader in the midst of our brokenness. Even before Adam and 

Eve sinned in the garden, God was leading. We are created beings. We know 

deep down that we need help, guidance and revelation to make any sense out 

of this life. We need leadership.  

 

God places our parents over us, and we, unlike every other created species, 

the animals on the earth, need community and protection for the first years 

of our lives, as opposed to lions or birds or horses. We need protection and 

leadership, while animals must become mature/adult-like within days, 

weeks, and months. 

 

Even in the Church we need leadership. There have been traditions and 

denominations that have operated more or less without leadership. For 

example, the Brethren movement, Plymouth Brethren, Closed Brethren and 

others come together on a Sunday morning, and no one knows who will give 

the message. There is no music director but they sing hymns and spiritual 

songs. They have weekly communion, many of their congregations. Who 

serves it? They have no pastor, per se. They are simply brothers and sisters 

who get together, one person suggests a prayer, stands up and prays; another 

person suggests a hymn; and someone goes to the piano and plays it. 

Another person stands up and gives the sermon. 
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Doesn’t that sound great? Well, there are acknowledged elders. There are 

speakers who prepare in advance for Sunday morning, and they talk to each 

other during the week. There are those who regularly pray in public, and 

others who think about what God might want for music in the service. So it 

works. In fact, there are leaders who lead, and a very few that speak or lead. 

 

Instead, in our tradition, we ask you up front who you would like to see as 

an elder here. We ask you to put forward names. We ask them if they are 

willing to serve. We pray about this amongst the current elders and then we 

put names before you in a vote, to get your opinion on such persons. But the 

question still is: why do we need elders or leaders at all? 

 

I read from Ephesians 4: 11-16, which is just after the middle of that letter of 

Paul to Ephesus, from which we get so much helpful information. What is 

God’s point of view on leadership? We know from Romans 13 that God 

actually supports and establishes governmental authorities:  

 

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 

have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the 

authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 

will bring judgment on themselves. 

 

Now if those exact words from Scripture shock you, because of your 

political stance, or the fact that it was written by Paul during the Roman 

Empire’s persecution of Christians, then take some time reading that 

chapter, and we can talk. Today I wanted to give you the reasons why God 

sets up leadership in the Church. I think Paul in Ephesians 4: 11-16 gives us 

those reasons. 

 

Paul was in jail when he wrote this, v. 1, “a prisoner of the Lord…” And v. 

11 says, “It was he who gave some…” Who is the person giving? It is the 

Lord (v. 1), the Spirit (v. 3), God and Father (v. 6), Christ (vv. 7, 9), our 

Triune God who gives us leadership. Leadership is a gift to us from God’s 

hand. And who are those leaders? God gives us the “fivefold ministry,” as 

some of our Christian friends describe the five categories Paul lists here in 

Ephesians 4: 11: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. 

 

Not everyone agrees on the exact definition of each of these categories, let 

me briefly give my take on them: Apostles are church planters. Whether you 
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believe that title only belongs to the original twelve followers of Jesus and 

Paul, or whether you believe that office continues for all church planters, it 

is critical to acknowledge this fundamental gift for establishing a 

congregation. Gordon Kouwenberg was given that gift to establish our 

congregation here in Grace in the early ‘80s. We are about to celebrate that 

in January with a fortieth anniversary praise and worship service. Stay tuned 

for details. 

 

Prophets throughout Scripture and beyond, speak God’s word. They 

represent what God wants to say to us. Again, some believe this gift ended 

with the closing of the canon of Scripture, others believe it continues where 

every faithful preacher of the Word stands up to apply God’s Word for 

today. However you see that, it is critical that we hear God’s Word today, 

now. God gives that gift to individuals so we can grow in relationship to 

God. 

 

Evangelists do evangelism. What is that? It is two Greek words made into an 

English word. Eu in Greek is “good or well,” and angelo, from which we get 

the word “angel,” means “announcement or announcer.” So evangelism is a 

good announcement, announcing the Good News of Jesus Christ. And all of 

us are called to share that Good News, even though we are broken, and 

sinners, we can come to Jesus for relationship with God, and give ourselves 

to Jesus, and know eternal life now. Some are particularly gifted and win 

many to Christ. But all of us are called to be ready to share the Good News, 

the Gospel, of what it means to know Jesus, receive His forgiveness of sins, 

and trust Him as our Leader and Lord. This gift is critical for building up the 

body. 

 

Pastors are shepherds of the flock. We are the sheep. They lead the flock to 

safety in Jesus, the Good Shepherd, they lead the sheep to where they can 

graze in safety and peace, even when there are many dangers that the sheep 

face. The shepherd or pastor cares for the sheep, and loves them, even laying 

down his life for them. This too is a critical gift for the local congregation of 

Christ’s body, the family of God. 

 

Teachers give information to their students, their followers. This information 

can be critical for their living well, and understanding life. We hope this is 

the case for public school teachers. Even more importantly are the teachers 

in the Church who explain the faith, how to grow in relationship with Jesus, 

through the confession of sins, prayer, service, Bible study, witnessing, 
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sharing, and loving people with the truth, as examples of important 

teachings. So what’s the difference between preaching and teaching? 

Teaching brings important information to your life. Preaching challenges 

you to apply that teaching to your life. 

 

Today, for instance, I am encouraging you to willingly and wholeheartedly 

declare first of all your allegiance to following Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

Saviour, and then to follow your God given leaders, the elders here at Grace, 

as this is your chosen Christian family home, and to help the elders find new 

elders from among you. Where you have difficulty accepting leadership, 

let’s talk. Let’s trust the Lord together in this unusual season and beyond. 

 

Paul doesn’t only give the categories of leadership in the church here in 

Ephesians (which I might add, there are more categories of leadership than 

just these…but these are central). Paul also explains why the Church needs 

these leaders, Ephesians 4:12a): To prepare God’s people for works of 

service. 

 

So the leaders in Church are there to prepare the individual believers in 

church to be better servants, better ministers. Did you know you were a 

Minister? It’s not just me. All of us together minister, speak of, show 

evidence of Jesus Christ in our lives and as our reason for living. The 

leadership of the Church is to be offering training, activities, groups, 

contexts for serving that will help you become more mature Christians, 

living out your faith, and not just intellectually being a Christian. The elders, 

the leaders will be judged ultimately on this task. You will ultimately be 

judged on how you have received what has been offered to you. Serving 

together is the picture we get from Paul, not just the leaders, not just the 

followers, everyone in the body of Christ. 

 

God wants the body of Christ to be built up (v. 12), like a muscle that needs 

exercise to work. Perhaps you have noticed if you don’t stretch or exercise 

that certain parts of your body don’t work as well as they used to work. You 

can even develop pains based on unused parts of the body. So God wants 

every part to be used, and He uses us as His hands and feet in this life, in this 

country, in this city, in this neighbourhood. 

 

Why? So we can reach unity in the faith, knowing Jesus (v. 13) and become 

mature in that trust relationship with the Lord. That won’t fully happen until 

the Lord comes again. But meanwhile we work together, trust Jesus 
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together, and become more like Jesus. Paul is so bold to say, “attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ,” becoming so like Jesus that 

others are attracted to Him through us. (v. 13c) 

 

Unfortunately, people often see Christians as babies, or infants, unstable in 

what they do and say, not clear in what they believe, and easily swayed to 

the most popular new teachings, thereby being drawn away from Jesus, 

which ultimately is a deception. Instead, we are to be loving speakers of 

truth. (v. 15) Many individuals tend to speak truth harshly, and while true, 

there is little sensitivity to the person to whom they are speaking. Other 

individuals are so sensitive to the one they are speaking to, that they might 

compromise truth to care for the other. But Jesus calls us to be both truthful 

and loving, kindly speaking the truth with patience. And I know I have a 

long way to go to be that person consistently. As we grow in truth and love, 

abandoning neither, embracing both, we see Jesus as Head of the Body, the 

Head of our lives, and the Ultimate Leader in our lives, to be followed daily. 

 

From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, (that’s you!) grows and builds itself up in love, as each part (that’s 

you!) does its work. (Ephesians 4:16) It’s a beautiful picture of the body of 

Christ growing up, world wide, in every culture, language and race, together, 

influencing the world for good, for God. From the Church, historically, 

major societal institutions of education, health care, orphan care, good 

government and order. While the Church has made many mistakes and sins, 

there is much good that can be traced back to her influence. 

 

We read briefly from Joshua, because I wanted you to reflect on another 

leader who faced extraordinary challenges with God’s help. Can you 

imagine following Moses, as a leader? Moses had led more than a million 

people out of slavery in Egypt with miraculous signs and wonders, through 

the Red Sea, into the desert, up to the Promised Land, where people rebelled 

against God, choosing to not accept the Minority Report of Caleb and 

Joshua, but instead turned back to the desert where for forty years they 

wandered, and Moses died, and now Joshua, his lieutenant was taking over. 

Just imagine being Joshua. Moses couldn’t lead them into the Promised 

Land. Now it’s your turn. So it’s no wonder Joshua is pointed back to the 

Scriptures, and is told three times to be “strong and courageous.” Why? 

Because you and I know what it feels like to be weak, fearful and 

discouraged. We can feel that in our faith too. But God is calling you to 

remember His presence and power in these days, that same Holy Spirit that 
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enabled Joshua to lead the people into the Promised Land is available to 

you! 

 

As we continue to trust God for our leaders and for those who will become 

leaders, ask the Lord, as it may be you God is calling to leadership. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

“For such a time as this, O Lord, give me the willingness to follow you, no 

matter what, in Jesus name. Amen.” 

 

 
 

 

 
 


